The dictionary definition of catgut is 'a tough cord made from the intestines of animals, especially sheep.' There may or may not follow an indication of its uses.
Mention catgut to a surgeon and he thinks of a suture material; to a musician, he recalls the mellow tones of the violin or cello; to a sportsman and he wonders if he remembered to replace the the press on his tennis racquet. Catgut, to Everyman, prompts speculation as to its feline origin.
There is, however, in fact no evidence that the intestine of the cat has ever been used to produce catgut strings. The name can be traced back to the Arabic cither, an early stringed instrument.
The same root is seen in the old name When used to suture the bowel, catgut usually lasts only one-third to one-quarter of its duration in muscle. Samples of hardened catgut, inserted through the gastric wall in rabbits and being in contact with the stomach contents, were absorbed in less than four days (Holder, '946 (Holder, 1946 
